
Council 10160 at St. Stephen the Martyr.   Omaha, Nebraska 

 

 

December 2020 Newsletter.  Next meeting is Tuesday, December 8, 2020 

Grand Knight Report 
Brother Knights, 

 

For many of us this Thanksgiving was different. 

Our gatherings may have been smaller, and our 

traditions might have been modified, but we still 

have much to be thankful for. Now, hope rings as 

we enter the season of Advent. 

In this season of giving, please remember our 

parish sponsored projects as great ways to give. 

Donations to the “Closet Door” at Holy Family 

Ministries will provide clothing for the homeless, 

and the Angel Tree Project will collect items for 

Essential Pregnancy Services, The Open Door 

Mission, St. Stephen the Martyr Pantry, and the St. 

Augustine Indian Mission. These items can be 

dropped off in the gathering space. Specifics are in 

Fr. Dave’s’ email and the bulletin. We also 

continue to hold our food pantry “touchless” drop 

off the first Saturday of the month. Any of the 

sponsored donations can also be dropped off at the 

same time. 

Thanks to all the Knights who helped decorate the 

rectory on short notice on 11/28, with special 

thanks to John Christiansen for coordinating the 

effort and having the items ready to go.  

If anyone knows of a Knight in need, please reach 

out and let them know that we are there for them 

and to contact any of the officers for assistance. 

Our December meeting will be held in person in 

the GPC, and via ZOOM.  Please remember that if 

you plan to join in the GPC, masks are always 

required. An email with the specifics will be 

coming soon. 

 

God Bless, and Merry Christmas! 

Scott Napierala 

 

Faith in Action: 
On the first Saturday of each month our council hosts a rosary 30 

minutes prior to the 8:15 AM Mass.  For more information on the 

First Saturday devotion see: 

https://www.bluearmy.com/first-saturday-devotion/ 

 

Supreme Chaplain’s December Challenge 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 

May it be done to me according to your word.” (Gospel 

for Dec. 20, Lk 1:38) 

Mary’s fiat, her “yes” to the angel Gabriel at the 

Annunciation, models perfect discipleship. It was a total 

acceptance of and submission to the will of God. What 

faith and trust our Blessed Mother exemplified! Because 

Mary unreservedly said yes to God, Jesus became man in 

order to redeem the world from sin. God worked wonders 

in her life and the world through her trust in him. May each 

of us strive to place our unconditional trust in the will of 

God, so that he may work wonders in our own lives. 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William 

E. Lori: 

This month, I challenge you set up a Nativity scene in your 

home and pray before it, meditating on Mary’s fiat. 

Second, I challenge you to join with your brother Knights 

in the Faith in Action Keep Christ in Christmas program to 

help your parishes and communities celebrate the Son of 

God and Son of Mary. 

Questions for Reflection: 

Looking back over your life, are there things that 

happened that you didn’t understand at the time, but 

later saw that God was at work? Are there currently 

things in your life God is asking you to answer fiat to? 

How can the life of Mary help you to better 

understand how to submit your will to God’s? 

 

https://www.bluearmy.com/first-saturday-devotion/


Christmas Plea 

Hey Scott, 

I’m reaching out to you and your wonderful Knights 

of Columbus regarding the upcoming Christmas 

Eve/Day Masses. 

Father Dave and myself are concerned about how 

Christmas is going to go.  What kind of a crowd will 

we have etc?   

We will be doing a sign-up genius, but anticipate that 

we will have many people arrive to attend mass that 

may not have been aware of that sign-up. 

I’m looking for ANY individuals to assist with our 

various Mass Times to assist with greeting 

individuals, ushering people to seats, basically a 

warm friendly crowd control group of individuals 

that can assist with this.  

Our Mass schedule will look like this. 

3:00 – Worship Space 

3:15 – Gymnasium 

5:00 – Worship Space 

5:15 – Gymnasium 

10:00 – Worship Space – overflow as needed into 

Dining Room/Gathering Space 

Christmas Morning: 

7:30 – Worship Space – overflow as needed into 

Dining Room/Gathering Space 

9:30 – Worship Space – overflow as needed into 

Dining Room/Gathering Space  

Would you be willing to bring this up to your fellow 

K of C? 

You can feel free to forward this email out as well. 

Those that can help can respond with where they can 

assist.  We would also need to make sure that if there 

families were planning on attending as well, we 

would need to make sure all get signed up once those 

sign-up genius platforms come out. 

Thanks so much for your consideration of this.   

Strange times we are in.  

  

Karen Hardy 

Worship Coordinator 

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church 

402-681-4537 or 402-689-3993 (cell) 

 
Knights Fighting Covid-19 leads to Virtual Prayer  
 
With the recent surge in COVID 19 , the article by William Nardi 04/06/2020 "Knights Fighting Covid-19 
leads to Virtual Prayer" can be a good reminder on the prayers available to assist your Advent 
preparation.  Listed below is a brief note from his article: 
 

“We first started with the novena prayer for Protection in Time of Pandemic suggested by Supreme 

Knight Carl Anderson,” Giacoio said. “But even though we passed the first nine nights of the novena, we 

are continuing to pray until this crisis comes to an end.” 

Their prayers also include the Prayer to the Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Prayer for the Canonization of Fr. 

Michael J. McGivney, the Annunciation Novena, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and any prayers requested 

by the other attendees. On Friday nights, they also pray the Stations of the Cross and the rosary. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/novena-prayer-for-protection.html
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/upload/prayer-coronavirus-2020-card.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/upload/prayer-coronavirus-2020-card.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/news-room/chaplet-of-the-divine-mercy.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/news-room/stations-of-the-cross.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/news-room/4772-praying-the-rosary.pdf


Calendar: 
 

 
 

 

4th Degree 
Congratulations to Sir Knight Chuck Circo on becoming a fourth-degree 

member in November.  Are you interested in becoming a fourth-degree 

member?  Another exemplification is planned for January, watch for e-mail 

from SK Chuck Harvey.  Each year we need to elect officers.  The election 

will be at the June meeting, please pray and consider running for an officer 

position.  Interested in a fourth-degree shirt.  Shirts can be ordered at 

https://3860.orderpromos.com/. 

 

 

Knights in Action 

 
St. Stephen Food Bank 

The first Saturday of each month, Knights of Columbus, are stationed outside the GPC collecting 

food donations for the parish food pantry.  The pantry has been helping feed parishioners that 

have lost their jobs during the pandemic.  The pantry has also coordinated its efforts with 

Catholic Charities and the St Vincent de Paul Society to help other people around Omaha, who 

find themselves in need!  The items we are in most need of for the food pantry: 

 

dish soap 

canned vegetables 

boxed mashed potatoes 

canned chicken 

canned fruit 

cereal - boxed 

conditioner 

grape jelly 

Karr packets 

ketchup 

laundry detergent 

mac and cheese 

mustard 

pancake mix 

pancake syrup 

paper towels- single rolls 

peanut butter 

ramen noodles 

rice-a-roni 

shampoo 

toilet tissue 4pack 

toothpaste 

toothbrush - single pack 

white boxed rice 

brown boxed rice 

December* 1st Saturday Rosary 5 Bob Irwin 7:45 AM Daily Mass Chapel

2020 Food Pantry Drive 5 K of C 10 AM - 12 PM GPC

Officer Meeting 5 Scott Napierala 7:30 AM GPC

Bow Tie Sunday 6 K of C 9:30 AM  Mass SSM

Communion Service 8 Deacon Jerry 7:00 PM DMC

Rosary 8 Bob Irwin 7:15 PM ZOOM & GPC

Membership Meeting 8 Scott Napierala 7:30 PM ZOOM & GPC

January* 1st Saturday Rosary 2 Bob Irwin 7:45 AM Daily Mass Chapel

2021 Food Pantry Drive 2 K of C 10 AM - 12 PM GPC

Officer Meeting 9 Scott Napierala 8:15 AM GPC

Communion Service 12 Deacon Jerry 7:00 PM Daily Mass Chapel

Rosary 12 Bob Irwin 7:15 PM ZOOM & GPC

Membership Meeting 12 Scott Napierala 7:30 PM ZOOM & GPC

Upcoming Marian Feast Days reminders: 8 December - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, 12 

December - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe and 1 January - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. 

https://3860.orderpromos.com/


IRON SHARPENS IRON 
Iron sharpens Iron has restarted. 

What is it?  Iron Sharpens Iron is about men coming together with other men to share wisdom and experience related 

to everyday life and growing in faith – regardless of where you are at in your faith journey.  Meetings consist of 10-

15 minutes of engaging video content and then small group discussion about the content and how we can apply it to 

our daily lives/family 

When? Friday mornings from 6-7 am (arrive by 5:50) in the GPC. You do not have to attend every session – come to 

as many as you can! 

Is on-line an option? Zoom option for those who do not want to attend in person. The sessions will be held at the 

same time and day but run completely separately from the ‘in person’ meeting 

Bring your own Coffee & Donuts and bring you own mask as they are required. 

Content: This fall the group will be viewing and discussing the Knights of Columbus series “Into the Breach”.  Into 

the Breach is a call to battle for Catholic men which urges them to wholeheartedly embrace masculine 

virtues in a world at crisis.  The video series and guide book, along with other resources can be found at 

the Supreme Council website 

http://kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/into-the-breach.html


 

 A blog and podcast, from Jeff Garrett, for men that want to learn more about their faith and about 

being a man in today’s world. We cover things such as marriage, raising kids, prayer, what the Church teaches and 

lots of other topics.  He has many guest (which you may know) on his podcast to share their stories. 

 

Discerning Hearts 
Catholic Podcasts dedicated to those on the spiritual journey.  Discerning Hearts podcast can be access via their 

website or through their free app 

 

The Principle of Charity: 
During the pandemic, council’s opportunities to fund raise for charities in the parish and elsewhere have been 

limited.  In our stead, consider supporting the following: 

Ixim:  Through what you give so generously, Ixim continues to connect those who walk with Jesus in the 

Archdiocese of Omaha and the Diocese of Huehuetenango, Guatemala.  What you share supports families in their 

goal of providing clean water to their children, enables schools to build an encouraging learning environment, 

improves access to quality health care, empowers women religious to spread the Word of God in schools and rural 

areas, and deepens the relationship between our two sister dioceses.  Donations can be made at their website. 

     Food Bank of the Heartland provides emergency and supplemental food to 

the people in need in Nebraska and western Iowa.  While food contributions are greatly appreciated, monetary can be 

made at their website also. 

EPS helps women who find themselves pregnant.  They provide services at no cost, with no 

obligation, no judgements, and no expectations.  Donations can be made to Friends of EPS 

 

Please remember during this time that not all charity has to be monetary.  Blood 

supplies have been running low across the nation and the Red Cross can really use your help replenishing the 

nation’s blood supply.  Please consider signing up for the blood on one of our future dates at St Stephen the Martyr.  

They are 2/6/21, 4/17/21, 6/12/21, 8/14/21, 11/13/21. 

 

https://www.regularcatholicguy.com/
https://www.discerninghearts.com/catholic-podcasts/
https://www.discerninghearts.com/catholic-podcasts/discerning-hearts-for-android-iphone-and-ipad-devices/
https://ixim.org/how-to-help/donate.html
https://ixim.org/how-to-help/donate.html
https://donate.foodbankheartland.org/default.aspx?tsid=9057
https://donate.foodbankheartland.org/default.aspx?tsid=9057
https://www.myegiving.com/App/Giving/eGiving-400182
https://www.myegiving.com/App/Giving/eGiving-400182


Field Agent Report 

In previous years this is the time we may have been shopping for that 

special present, getting a tree, and preparing to cook the traditional 

Christmas meal.  This year will be different.  Many will be reluctant to 

travel, so many may be celebrating with just the household instead of a 

house-full!  Instead of crushes of people at the mall, our Christmas 

presents will be dropped at the front door by UPS, USPS, or Amazon 

Prime.  No 22 lb. turkey this year for the family members visiting 

from far and wide; just a small one for the few of us.  While this year 

may be different, it may get us to slow down a bit and perhaps savor the special time of year and what we really 

celebrate. 

We turn our thoughts to themes of our Savior’s birth in Bethlehem and the beginning of this chapter of salvation 

history.  We think of family, both the ones we celebrate with this year in person and those who might only be present 

on Zoom.  But we will make it through the season; we will have even more to celebrate next year. 

Around this time each year I remind my members of important financial issues as we move through December and 

hit year end.  As you slow down here are some financial issues to consider at the end of the calendar year.  

1. Because we are so late in the year, you may have met your individual or family deductible on your health 

insurance plan.  Financially this may be the opportune time for some minor procedure to be scheduled; or 

that visit to a specialist you may have put off.  The same is true about dental insurance and sometimes even 

for vision coverage. My wife would probably kill me if she saw this as she is an outpatient surgery nurse 

and December is the “worst” month for her.   

2. On the topic of health insurance, do you have a Health Savings Account?  Do you have to spend the money 

that is in there by year end? Some plans have a “use it or lose it” feature. Do you have to decide about how 

much to contribute next year? Open enrollment coming?  

3. If you have earned income for the year, what amount will you want to contribute to your traditional IRA, 

Roth IRA, or 401k?  Are you eligible to contribute much more based on the “catch up” provision?  You 

will not have to make that contribution until you pay your taxes and that could be four months away; 

however now is the time to start making plans.   

4. Speaking of IRAs, have you received your required minimum distribution for this year?  If not,  the Internal 

Revenue Service penalty is a hefty 50% of the amount you should have received!  

All these issues come with lots of rules and regulations, so do not go in alone.  Give me a call and I will be happy to 

discuss any of these issues and you can do it safely, virtually with me on the computer from the comfort of your 

home. 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us be thankful for all the graces God has showered on us, especially 

the gift of his Son, our Savior!  “For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. 

They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:5 

 Vivat Iesus!  

Click here to see my schedule availability or schedule with me today. 

KVSS want all people to encounter Jesus by transmitting the Gospel message over the radio airwaves.  

Spirit Catholic Radio reaches over 75 percent of the state of Nebraska’s population with six network signals, nine 

affiliate signals and the entire state through live online broadcasting and a free smartphone app.  Spirit Catholic 

Radio is completely listener supported that has no annual deficit.  Donations can be made at their website. 

https://calendly.com/kofcryan
https://spiritcatholicradio.com/donate/
https://spiritcatholicradio.com/donate/


 


